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Letter from the President
Soggy spring greetings to all our members and friends!
As we enter a new season DCPG is taking the
opportunity to review last winter’s progress and make
you aware of important public policy events looming
on the horizon. But first, some good news:
At our annual meeting on January 26 we were pleased
to honor lifelong Dorchester resident Bill Geise with
our stewardship award. In addition to his 40 year career
with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bill has served
ten years as chairman of the Dorchester Soil
Conservation Service, as well as an 8 year term on the
state Soil Conservation Committee, an advisory board
to the Maryland Secretary of Agriculture. He also
represented Dorchester for 8 years on the Maryland
Critical Areas Commission, which is charged with
making state level decisions about development
projects based on environmental factors and sound land
use practices. Bill is currently serving on the Dorchester
County Planning and Zoning Commission, and on the
board of the Nanticoke Watershed Alliance. We are
proud that he was a founding member of DCPG and
served for a number of years as this group’s treasurer.
On the individual level, Bill and his wife Beth plan and
implement conservation practices on their home farm
on Maple Dam Road and on Beth’s mother’s two farms
here as well. We are fortunate to have thoughtful,
dedicated, and active citizens such as the Geises in
Dorchester.
On a less positive note, DCPG has long been concerned
with the health of the Transquaking River and

Watershed because our water testing for the past 10
years has revealed severe degradation of this bay
tributary, which lies entirely within the boundaries of
Dorchester. Our concerns have multiplied with the
expansion of the Valley Protein industrial poultry
rendering plant located in Linkwood, a few miles below
the river’s headwaters A byproduct from the rendering
process is the production of “chicken sludge” which
must be removed from the site for disposal. Our
understanding is that it is able to be classified as a “soil
amendment” by the Maryland Department of
Agriculture, which enables it to be applied as a
fertilizer on local farmland. However, MDE, on
learning that there may be limits to the nutrients crops
can absorb from the soil without groundwater
impairment, indicated they would look into that
question.
On November 29th, 2018, we joined with the Mid
Shore League of Women Voters (LWVMS) to sponsor
a citizen’s forum - “Life in the Transquaking--Then-Now--Future”. This forum was well attended and
received good press coverage. (WBOC television,
WHCP Community Radio, and the Dorchester Banner:
See Susan Bautz’s article “How Life on the
Transquaking has Changed”, Banner Dec.12, 2018).
Discussion moderator Jennifer Dindinger, Watershed
Restoration Specialist, University of Maryland Sea
Grant Extension, assembled a number of questions and
concerns from those participants who expressed interest
in restoring the health of the River and its watershed.
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On a parallel track to the November citizens’
educational forum, DCPG joined with the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation, the ShoreRivers organization, and the
LWVMS to draft a letter about the state of the
Transquaking to Maryland Department of Environment
Secretary Ben Grumbles. This letter made requests for
MDE responses to 5 separate issues identified by the
above groups and by the citizens attending our
informational forum (the letter to MDE is posted on
DCPG’s website for your convenience). Although
MDE has yet to officially answer the concerns we
identified, they did respond to the letter by scheduling
an extended meeting in Cambridge on January 21 with
4 of their state level officials and 6 representatives of
the groups listed above. At the end of that meeting
MDE indicated that they would respond to our
questions in writing, and would hold another meeting
with us prior to a public hearing on the issuance of the
new wastewater discharge permit being sought by the
Valley Protein rendering plant.
The “take away” from the January 21st meeting for me
was that the state recognizes our concerns about the
river as valid. During the coming months, MDE will be
considering how to proceed in putting together its
tentative determination regarding the permit, for public
review and comment, including opportunity to request a
hearing on the determination. The determination, as
finalized after public review and comment will be
heavily influenced by the extent of public awareness
and participation in the process.
On April 8th, MDE responded to the questions raised in
our letter, and January meeting. Because the issues
involved are numerous and complex we have decided
to include MDE’s response along with this edition of
our newsletter. We will also post the letter on our
website www.dcpgonline.org We promise to let our
members know as soon as the required public hearing
on the Valley Protein expanded discharge request is
scheduled.

Illustration: Cross section of wood chip bioreactor. Wood chips provide the
carbon source that drives a reaction that removes nitrogen from runoff and
shallow ground water.

DCPG in partnership to encourage
agricultural best management
practices in Dorchester County
By Richard Ball
For more than 10 years DCPG has shared a stream
monitoring site on the Transquaking River headwaters
with Nanticoke Watershed Alliance. This site, called
“TRAN 1”, is on the north side of route 50, beside the
west-bound lane at the intersection of Hicksburg road
in Linkwood. The site is approximately one-half mile
downstream of the discharge outflow from the Valley
Proteins poultry rendering plant on Linkwood Road.
The ag field adjacent to the site is farmed by Joe
Layton. Mr. Layton has entered partnership with Ridge
to Reef and Nanticoke Watershed Alliance to use
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant funds to
construct a woodchip bio-reactor in this field – the first
one of this type in Dorchester County. Water quality
data from other reactors of this type shows that this
technology is highly effective at reducing nitrate from
storm water run-off with a more than 90% removal rate.
Ten years of DCPG/NWA monitoring data from the
Tran 1 site shows the stream is highly impaired with
nitrogen. We look forward to joining Mr. Layton, Ridge
to Reef and Nanticoke Watershed Alliance on a tour of
the bio-reactor construction site in August.

Fred Pomeroy, Board President
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ShoreRivers, Matt Pluta introduces DCPG Board President, Fred
Pomeroy at the February Wild & Scenic Film Festival,

Wild & Scenic Film Festival
On February 14, DCPG joined with ShoreRivers to host
the 4th Annual Cambridge Wild & Scenic Film Festival
at Gallery 447. The event began with snacks and a
happy hour for socializing, followed by a selection of 5
short films on environmental topics. This year we were
honored to feature a new film by Tom Horton, Dave
Harp, & Sandy Cannon-Brown, titled An Island Out of
Time about the people and culture of Smith Island.
Many of you joined us for this sold out event! Money
raised through this event helped DCPG & ShoreRivers
reach our funding goal to purchase sophisticated
monitoring equipment so we can monitor bacteria more
frequently at local swimming beaches throughout the
summer months to help swimmers stay safe.

CreekWatchers Results for 2018
By Roman Jesien
2018 was an exciting year for our CreekWatchers. May
water samples from Sailwinds were found to be high in
bacteria and, thinking of the safety of swimmers, the
Freedom Swim across the Choptank River was
canceled by the organizers, ShoreRivers. Typically,
bacteria levels at Sailwinds are low, but some samples
after rainstorms tended to show high levels of bacteria.
Bacteria continued to show high level at times that

concerns were raised and DCPG, ShoreRivers, and
Dorchester County partnered to get samples from the
beaches at Sailwinds and Great Marsh all summer to
monitor bacteria levels at these popular summer spots.
Results of the analysis were used to rate the swim status
of the water and were published on line. Health of
these beaches during the summer, along with other
local beaches, can be accessed through a downloadable
ap for your phone on https://www.theswimguide.org/
These beaches will continue to be monitored during
summer, thanks to the generosity of those who donated
at the film festival. So make sure to check out the ap
before you visit the beaches.
At another location bacteria testing verified the sewer
break at the new Cannery Park stream restoration
project. The pipe has since been replaced and bacteria
levels went down considerably. Continued sampling
will provide information on the health of the stream
flowing into Cambridge Creek and will indicate any
future harmful discharges into the newly restored
stream.
Our waters are sampled for nutrients in partnership with
the Nanticoke Watershed Alliance. Nutrient data
indicates that the Transquaking and Little Blackwater
range from slightly improving to no trend in nitrogen
and phosphorus. However, both nitrogen and
phosphorus are showing an increasing trend in the
Chicomacomico River.
Our CreekWatcher nutrient data was used to show the
degraded condition of the Transquaking River at the
Transquaking symposium “Life on the Transquaking,
Then – Now- Future”. Also, it was given to the
Department of the Environment in their assessment of
the health of the Transquaking River. You can see the
summary of this year’s testing on our website,
www.dcpgonline.org. Contact Roman Jesien
(rjesien@comcast.net) if you would like more
information.
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It Has Been a ‘Green’ Legislative
Session in Annapolis

job training will be provided as the bill directs
funds to the Maryland Employment Advancement
Right Now (EARN) program.

By Susan Olsen

This has been an exciting session in which many
environmental bills have been introduced to our
delegates and senators in Annapolis. Although
some of them will not pass, significant progress
has been made on others. Two priority bills for the
Sierra Club have been the statewide Styrofoam ban
and the Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA).
Unfortunately, the Styrofoam ban only pertains to
food containers: plates, cups, and clamshells.
However, it is a start. Styrofoam single-use food
containers are already banned in two counties as
well as five cities in Maryland, and businesses in
those areas have not reported any problems
switching over to alternative products. Besides,
this is a business-friendly bill. Business owners are
permitted to use up their existing stock of these
Styrofoam food containers even after the law goes
into effect, and there is a grace period if they have
trouble switching to substitutes.
The Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) bill addresses
the need to cross over to renewable energy as
quickly as possible. The provisions in the bill
would require that we reach the goal of 50%
renewable energy by 2030 and 100% by 2040.
Details in the bill would affect not only climate
change but health outcomes, workforce
development, subsidies to incinerators, and social
justice.
The CEJA is a job creating mechanism. Thousands
of new in-state jobs would be created. Nearly
20,000 jobs would be created in the solar industry
by raising Maryland’s Renewable Portfolio
Standard to 50% by 2030, and a typical wind farm
creates about 1,079 jobs over the project’s lifetime.
In addition, the CEJA policy would increase
funding for capital and loans to help minorities,
veterans, and women start renewable energy
businesses. Furthermore,
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Although both bills may seem to be no-brainers to
environmentalists, they do not appear to be getting
much support from several of our legislators. Both
Del. Mautz and Sen. Eckardt have stated that they
do not support the Styrofoam bill because we
should be “recycling” it. They have been listening
to lobbyists from a company that makes these food
containers who have been telling all the legislators
in Annapolis that they are recycling Styrofoam.
However, this company has only two or three
recycling sites for Styrofoam food containers in the
entire state of Maryland – none on the Eastern
Shore, and they clearly state on their website that
they only accept “clean Styrofoam food
containers.” Therefore, if these products are used,
they cannot be recycled.
Will these bills pass? Things look good for the
state-wide Styrofoam ban despite the interference
from the Dart Container Corporation; however, the
CEJA appears to be in trouble as many legislators
seem to think that we can wait until next year to
pass it. Apparently, they have not consulted the
recent United Nations Climate Change Report or
the Fourth National Climate Assessment which
came out on Black Friday in November 2018. Both
reports stress that climate change is happening
much faster than predicted earlier and that we have
a limited amount of time to curb carbon emissions.
For more information on what the Maryland
General Assembly is working on, please consult
their website: http://www.mgaleg.maryland.gov

Upcoming Events




Project Clean Stream- DCPG will be working
with other Cambridge volunteers to pick up litter
along the Choptank River in Cambridge.
April 20, 2019 at 1 p.m.
Dorchester Visitor’s Center
State of the Choptank –Riverkeeper Matt Pluta
will discuss the health of the Choptank River.
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April 25, 2019
Dorchester Historical Society-Robbins
Heritage Center, Cambridge
Spocott Annual Horseshoe Tournament- Don’t
miss our annual tradition with the Spocott
Windmill Foundation on Earth Day!
April 27, 2019
Spocott Windmill in the Neck District
Chicone Village Day at Handsell- This is a fun
family event. DCPG will be there with our info
table.
April 27, 2019
Handsell near Vienna
Annual Wade In – help raise awareness about
water quality and join us for free ice cream!
May or June (TBD)
Dorchester Visitor’s Center, Cambridge
2019 Ironman 70.3 Eagleman – Last year DCPG
volunteers helped collect recyclables during the
race. We are planning to volunteer again.
Anyone interested in participating can find out
more information on our website.
June 9, 2019
Dorchester Showcase
September 22, 2019
Downtown Cambridge
2019 Ironman Maryland – We hope to volunteer
with recycling for this event as well (see above).
September 28, 2019
Nanticoke River Jamboree
October 12, 2019, from 10 am to 5 pm
Handsell near Vienna

The following folks have recently joined or renewed
membership at or above the $50 level:
The Emanuel & Anna Weinstein Foundation
William & Elizabeth Giese
Richard & Sally Bright
Willem & Miriam Zijp
Diane Stoker & Edgar Dryden
Susan & Bruce Robinson
Peter Paul
Porter & Patti Hopkins
Kathy & Brian Manicke
Charlotte & Wolf Hehn
Mark & Linda Wilson
Judd Vickers & Greg Bartoo
Catherine McCulley
Midge & Jon Ingersol
Anne Watts & John Lewis
Peg & George Anzalone
Fred Pomeroy & Lex Lowe
Richard Ball
Beth Ann & Jim Lynch
Pat Comella
Diane Miller
Ben Beottger
Jan Boettger
Ironman Home Stay Donations
Jeremy O’Gorman & Sugar Shakers
New Members
Tim Rosen
John Sandkuhler & Cathleen Jackson
…and all of our members who continue
to support DCPG
Thank You!
To keep up with all of our upcoming events visit our
Facebook page. Just search for Dorchester Citizens for
Planned Growth!
Contact US!
Dorchester Citizens for Planned Growth
P.O. Box 576
Cambridge, MD 21613
Website: dcpg@dcpgonline.org
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